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FROM PASTOR ANNE 

"You cannot step into the same river twice, for other waters are              
continually flowing on." – Heraclitus 

To God’s beloved, 

As I write this message, a third wave of COVID-19 is sweeping through our Magic 
Valley, and it is worse than the first two.   During these seven months when every 
one of our lives has been disrupted in so many ways, one of the hardest things is 
not knowing exactly when this pandemic will end.    

Any woman who has labored to deliver a child has been sustained by the 
knowledge that the pain will not last forever; it will end in the reasonably          
foreseeable future. 

But all of us who are currently rising to the challenge of living in this time of     
pandemic have no such knowledge or assurance.   We don’t know how long the 
world’s troubles will last.  And many of us long for a return to the not-so-long-ago 
days when a simple hug or a cordial conversation over a cup of coffee didn’t carry 
the possibility of transmitting illness.  It seems to be a cruel trick of the devil that 
some of the activities we most cherish – joining our voices in song, praying our 
prayers out loud in unison, sharing a word of peace with one another, dipping the 
consecrated bread into the cup of salvation – are themselves now infected with 
the risk of contagion.   The worship activities which give life to our spirits can, by 
an ironic twist of nature, cause the death of our bodies, or the bodies of our loved 
ones.   And the end is not in sight.   

God has given us a rich tradition of lament – raising our cries of woe to a           
compassionate God who hears us.  We may speak our troubles to God using the 
words of our heart, or we may turn to the Bible and borrow words of our spiritual 
forebears.    From Psalm 13, we may pray: 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

It is a joy to know that God is near when times are good; it is an altogether differ-
ent kind of joy to be in the presence of God when times are bad – a “Hallelujah, 
anyway!” kind of joy.  I pray that you will experience both kinds of joy. 
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We long to go back to the simpler days of even seven months ago, but simply ‘going back’ is never God’s 
plan for us.   Someday, we will return to many of our former patterns in life and in our worship – that is 
certain.   And it is just as certain that we will recognize that other things have changed forever.  The         
Israelites in exile eventually returned to Jerusalem, the holy city, but the temple had been destroyed.   
They built a new temple on the same site – a different edifice on the same hill. 

 

When this pandemic has passed, we may find ourselves seeking a return to all our old, comforting,          
traditional ways.  Indeed, we will find some of them again, and they will give us joy.  But God also plans 
new things for our future as the body of Christ at OSLC – we will have changed, and some of our ways of 
being servants of God will change, too.    Some of our old ways will die, and new ways will emerge.   What 
will remain, and what will we discover?   Come, let us reason together.   Let us seek God in our future, 
even as we praise God in the present and give thanks for God’s gifts in the past.  Because Heraclitus was 
right.  We can’t step into the same river twice.   

 

Your servant, and God’s, 

Pastor Anne +  

 

WORSHIP IS AVAILABLE ONLINE 

    We will be posting a recording of our worship on the              

congregation’s website www.oursaviorlutherantf.org. on the     

congregation’s Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/

OurSaviorLutheranChurchTwinFalls/   and on the congregation’s   

YouTube   channel   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCySVH-

RHc3_J39dGcawC5EQ?view_as=subscriber.  The link to the You 

Tube video is   e-mailed to all members and friends of the         

congregation if we have your e-mail address.   Feel free to share 

the link with friends and relatives  
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      CHURCH AND WORLD  TRIVIA    

     1. On September 16, a generous donor financed         
 the cleaning of the church carpet.   According 
 to Claude Brown’s Carpet Cleaning Company, 
 how large is the sanctuary of Our Savior    
 Lutheran Church? 

A. 1587 square feet 

B. 2087 square feet 

C. 2587 square feet 

D. 3087 square feet 

2. How many times do the Ten Commandments 
show up in the Bible? 

A. Once 

B. Twice 

C. Thrice 

D. Ten times 

3.  If someone tells you, “I took a flu shot and 
then I got the flu,” which one of these         
explanations is clearly mistaken? 

A. “Medical scientists develop a new flu 
shot each year based on best          
estimates of what type of flu will be 
going around.. this year the estimates 
were not a very good match.” 

B. “I am elderly, and my immune system 
didn’t have a robust response to the 
vaccine.” 

C. “I developed fever, body aches, cough 
and fatigue, but it was an ‘influenza 
like illness’ caused by a different (not 
influenza) virus.” 

D. “I was already infected with the flu by 
the time I took the shot, but I didn’t 
know it.” 

E. “I don’t want to take a flu shot.  Quit 
bugging me!” 

F. “The shot gave me the flu.” 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Greetings from the Treasurer! 

I wanted to give everyone a quick update on how 
our finances have fared this year given the       
unusual circumstances we’ve experienced.   

With the sudden changes that the pandemic 
brought in March, the Council immediately       
approved a couple of moves to help our cash 
flow for a few months. First, we were granted 
permission by Thrivent to pay only interest on 
our mortgage for three months beginning in 
April.  This meant we only paid $1000/month   
instead of the normal $3000/month, which     
created an immediate cushion for our cash flow.  
We, also, were able to receive a Paycheck       
Protection Program loan for $9,618, which we 
used to help cover most of our payroll expenses 
for Pastor Anne, Corrine, and Penny for almost 3 
months.  This loan should be forgiven as we used 
it exclusively for payroll expenses.  

Our concern from the beginning has been that 
our normal weekly/monthly offering would     
continue at a level that would cover expenses.  
Overall, you have been truly faithful in your     
giving.  In the seven months of March through 
September, we have received $76,117 in normal 
giving, which includes several large gifts from 
friends of the congregation and additional giving 
from members. These unexpected gifts and      
additional giving often came at opportune times 
that allowed us to pay bills and without having to 
dip into restricted funds.  The Spirit truly has 
been with all of us during this time. 

On the other side of the ledger, our expenses 
over the seven months March through             
September have been $81,379, which left us with 
a deficit of $5,262.  While this isn’t ideal, the PPP 
loan helped cover this deficit; and I will say, as a 
personal note, that our Council has been very 
mindful of our expenses and has moved swiftly to 
keep us on a solid financial footing throughout 
this year. 

(Continued on page 4)  
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(Stewardship Continued from Page 3) 

As you might have been expecting, it is now time 
for an appeal. With the prospect of getting back to 
normal church gatherings in the near-term dwin-
dling with the spike in virus cases locally, I’m ask-
ing that everyone review their planned giving for 
2020 and 2021.  First, I will be sending out giving 
statements for 2020 early in November.  If you will 
look to see how your giving is compared to your 
pledged amount, I would very much appreciate it.  
If you are a little behind, it would help if you can 
do a small amount of catch-up before the year’s 
end.  If you didn’t make a pledge for 2020 and 
you’re able to give something before the end of 
the year, that would be a wonderful gift, too. 

I will, also, be including a pledge card for 2021  
giving with the letters coming soon. If you can 
complete the pledge card and return it to the 
church office, this would be a great help in     
budgeting and planning for the next year.  

Bless you all!  

Andrew H., Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

              

 

  

HOW TO SEARCH SCRIPTURE:                       
TEACHING AN OLD DOG NEW TRICKS 

Have you ever had a thought like this?  “I 
know that somewhere in the Bible, there is a verse 
that starts with the words, ‘Love is patient.  Love is 
kind….’   but I don’t remember the rest of the verse 
and I wonder how to find it?”   

Or have you ever wondered about what the 
Bible has to say about a certain topic, like joy, or   
angels, or patience, or peace?   Or where does King 
David show up in the Bible?  Or which Gospel has the 
parable of the Good Samaritan? 

Here is some good news!  The website 
www.biblegateway.com lets you type in a word or a 
phrase and with a click of the keyboard, it will help 
you locate verses in the Bible that include that       
include your keywords or phrases.    On top of that, 
once you’ve found your verse, you can quickly check 
it out in dozens of English-language  translations.   
And if you’re fluent in another language, or hoping to 
be, you can even find translations of your verse in 
many different languages. 

In earlier days, students of the Bible would 
pore through large paper books called concordances 
to find such information.     Now that we can find 
verses and themes so quickly, maybe we can spend 
more time committing cherished verses to memory! 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Although the world celebrates the turn of the         
calendar on January 1 each year, the church marches 
to a different beat.   The church’s new year begins 
the first Sunday of Advent, which falls on November 
29 this year.   

    ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“I used to think that prayer changes things, but now I 
know that prayer changes us and we change things.”  
-St. Mother Teresa 
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READ THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR 

This new year, 2020, may be the year that you read God’s word in its entirety.  Are you up for the challenge?    

If you read three or four chapters daily, you can finish the Bible by the end of this year! 

Here is a list of suggested readings for the month of  Novemberr: 

November   1  -  John 3-4 

November   2  -  John 5-6 

November   3  -  John 7-8 

November   4  -  John 9-10 

November   5  -  John 11-12 

November   6  -  John 13-15 

November   7  -  John 16-17 

November   8  -  John 18-19 

November   9  -  John 20-21 

November 10  -  Acts 1-3 

November 11  -  Acts 4-5 

November 12  -  Acts 6-7 

November 13  -  Acts 8-9 

November 14  -  Acts 10-11 

November 15  -  Acts 12-13 

 

November 16  -  Acts 14-15 

November 17  -  Acts 16-17 

November 18  -  Acts 18-19 

November 19  -  Acts 20-21 

November 20  -  Acts 22-23 

November 21  -  Acts 24-26 

November 22  -  Acts 27-28 

November 23  -  Romans 1-3 

November 24  -  Romans 4-7 

November 25  -  Romans 8-10 

November 26  -  Romans 11-14 

November 27  -  Romans 15-16 

November 28  -  1 Corinthians 1-4 

November 29  -  1 Corinthians 5-9 

November 30  -  1 Corinthians 10-13 

 

CHURCH AND WORLD TRIVIA ANSWERS           

 1.  Answer: d.   The sanctuary of Our Savior Lutheran Church is 3087 square feet in size!   When we 
 were worshiping in person with a Yellow/Moderate Risk for disease transmission designation from 
 the Public Health District, we followed the recommendation to limit occupancy to one person per 
 64 square feet (approximately), or 50 people. 

 2. Answer:  b.   The text of the Ten Commandments appears twice in the Hebrew Scriptures: at    
Exodus 20:2–17 and Deuteronomy 5:6–17.  The word “Deuteronomy” means “second law,” and the 
book of Deuteronomy is a recap of the law (instruction) given to the Israelites in the first four books 
of the Torah. 

 3. Answer:  f.    All of the other explanations are possible.   It is impossible to catch the flu from a flu 
shot, because there is no live virus in the flu shot.   So: what are you waiting for?  
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From the Secretary’s Desk: 

 

                                           

 

                                                                   

Found in the archives is the Twin Falls Title & Abstract Co. Ltd 

Searchers of Records Twin Falls, Idaho 

 

Deeds  #1 through #79  This is the original property that Our Savior bought and all the owners in between 
1904 and 1944 when the church acquired the property.  Some names may be familiar.  

On May 12, 1904, the first plat filed for the townsite settled “Twin Falls” as the new city’s name.  Surveyor 
John Hayes hurried the process to secure the name before a competing townsite used it.   (T.F. was          
originally to be called “Spring Town.”) The plat was filed under Martin DeLong’s name for lack of time to 
organize a townsite company.  Twin Falls Townsite Co., a subsidiary or the Twin Falls Land and Water Co. 
administered the townsite until the town could have its own government.   Hence a number of back and 
forth on deeding the land as you will see:   On May 17, 1904—State of Idaho (being of school lands of the 
State) to M.B. DeLong; Martin B. DeLong to the Public;  July 18, 1904 -Martin B and Helen DeLong to Twin 
Falls Townsite Co. (easement over certain streets and  alleys);  August 12, 1904- P. I. Kimberly to Twin Falls 
Townsite Co.  (a portion of  the property);  August 8, 1904—Frank H. Buhl & Julia Buhl to Twin Falls Townsite 
Co. (a portion of the property);  August 8, 1904-Walter G. Filer & Esther Filer to Twin Falls,Townsite Co.(a 
portion of the property);  September 13, 1904 State of Idaho to Twin Falls Townsite Co. (Recites sale to P.l. 
Kimberly);  Twin Falls Townsite Co. to the    Public;  May 25, 1905- Twin Falls Townsite to Minidoka & South-
western Railroad Company (a portion lying north of brink of Rock Creek);   And that is just in the year 1904.  
Twin Falls was beginning to grow.  More next month.   

 

BENEVOLENCE:  An Act of Kindness; a Charitable Gift                                             

TITHE:  The giving of a tenth 

Last year, our brother in Christ, Toby W, remembered Our Savior Lutheran Church in his will – this was an act 
of benevolence.  This year, your council has worked diligently with an expert to   faithfully administer this gift.   

One decision your council has made for the bequest is to observe the biblical practice of tithing. This means 
that ten percent of Toby’s gift will be given to ministries outside the walls of this congregation. 

Now it’s time for you to do your part: Will you prayerfully consider ministries which OSLC can     support by 
passing on this tithe?  And will you share your ideas with a council member, so that they can be discussed at 
the November 18 council meeting, in preparation for the January 31 annual meeting of the congregation? 

What stirs your heart:  Camping ministry at Luther Heights?  Education for students in our companion synod in 
Tanzania?   Hunger relief for displaced    persons/refugees, or for the one-in-eight Idahoans who experience 
food insecurity?  Hot meals for   senior citizens?  Microloans to support small       business owners?  Mosquito 
nets to prevent         malaria?  A ‘global barnyard’ of animals from ELCA Good Gifts to bring a family or an entire 
community out of poverty? The list is long… and it’s time to dream.                                                                                              

Your council members are:  Dave N; Erin J; Mickey T; Sandy M; and Jim N.  They look forward to hearing your 
ideas soon! 
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THANK YOU: 

From Kelly P, Executive Director of Luther 

Heights Bible Camp: 

Thank you so much for your incredible support 

in a variety of ways to the ministry of LHBC.  We 

greatly appreciate your quarterly financial gift 

and your continued willingness to let us store 

vehicles and freezeables on your property.  Your 

partnership is a treasure to us.  THANK YOU! 

ALSO….we are grateful for the generosity of 

those who volunteered with us this season, held 

us in prayer, and supported us financially. 

Thanks to two weekends of volunteers and a 

Thrivent Action Grant, we were able to make 

improvements to the benches and cross of our 

small campfire worship circle! 

Remember In Prayer…….Donna E.,     Steven 

E., Jack H.,  Tamra H.,  Dorothy K.,  Joan S.,      

Hannah L., Marlene E. , Dakota G., all those 

affected by Covid-19, all the care providers, first             

responders and those affected by the fires and 

storms. 

 

HELP 

WANTED! 

   It is time 

once again to 

get ready for 

those cold 

snowy days.  We need volunteers for snow    

removal (plowing/shoveling) of our sidewalks 

and parking lot.   

Please call Roy B. or the church office  to sign 

up for this important job.  The Pastor, the     

Secretary, visitors and congregation would be 

very grateful to be able to get to the building  

with clear paths.  

Thank you! 

A PRAYER FOR TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY 

O God, you have called your servants to  ventures 

of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet  

untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith 

to go out with good courage, not knowing where 

we go, but only that your hand is leading us and 

your love  supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.    Amen.                   

(ELW, p. 317, from the service of evening  prayer; 

also known as the Holden Prayer) 

 

 

FINANCIAL SCAM UPDATE 

In early October, one member of our                

congregation was contacted by e-mail, and at 

least three were contacted by text message, by 

malicious people posing as your pastor,              

requesting purchase of gift cards.   Members of 

the Episcopal Church of the Ascension in Twin 

Falls were contacted the same week, and      

members of Methodist and ELCA congregations 

in Boise have also been contacted this month. 

Remember:   Your pastor will never contact you 

by e-mail, text, or telephone with an ‘urgent’   

request to purchase gift cards.   Let’s be as wise 

as serpents and as innocent as doves.    
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS FOR OCTOBER 

  November 1  

All Saints Day 

November 8 November 15 November 22  

Christ the King 

November 29     

Advent 1 

First       

Reading 
Revelation 7:    

9-17 

Amos 5:18-24 Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 

20-24 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

Psalm Psalm 34:1-10, 

22 

Psalm 70 Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 

12 

Psalm 95:1-7a Psalm 80:1-7,        

17-19 

Second      

Reading 
1 John 3:1-3 1 Thessalonians     

4: 13-18 

1 Thessalonians       

5: 1-11 

Ephesians 1:15-

23 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 Matthew 25:1-13 Matthew 25:14-30 Matthew 25:31-

46 

Mark 13:24-37 

Liturgical 

Color 
White Green Green White Blue 

NEWS FROM THE COUNCIL 

Your congregation council has continued to work hard to sustain their duty to fulfill their administrative         
leadership role for the body of Christ here.   They have met monthly by ZOOM since the beginning of the        
pandemic.                                                                                                                                                                                
Here is news from the most recent meeting, held on October 21. 

 Our mortgage balance as of September 30 is $276,971.  A $25,000 prepayment of the mortgage principal was 
made in October from the Wiklund bequest.                                                                                                        

 An emergency/contingency fund of $29,400 was established as a line item in the budget with funds from the 
Wiklund bequest.                                                                                                                                                               

 Our pandemic response plan was reviewed, with the anticipation that gathering for in-person worship and other 
activities will not be safe for quite some time.                                                                                                 

 The annual meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday, January 31.                                                                 

 The congregation’s constitution is under review, with updates as required to conform to the churchwide           
constitution.   Once the draft is completed, the synod will review it.  The final step for adoption is a vote by the 
congregation.                                                                                                                                                               

 The council passed a continuing resolution, as suggested by the synod, using verbiage provided by the synod, to 
permit meetings of the congregation by electronic/remote methods.   This continuing resolution legitimizes the 
remote council meetings that are taking place in the era of COVID-19, and it allows the possibility of a remote 
annual congregational meeting on January 31, ‘so long as there is an opportunity for simultaneous aural         
communication.’   This means that every voting member must have the opportunity to participate in real time, 
using a telephone or other electronic method.   The words of this continuing resolution are the same words that 
have already been incorporated into the updated draft of our constitution:    
“This congregation may hold meetings by remote communication, including electronically and by telephone    

conference, as long as there is an opportunity for simultaneous aural communication. To the extent   
permitted by state law, notice of all meetings may be provided electronically.” 
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November 

 

*Dates of Lesser Festivals and Commemorations   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  
 
 
9:30 am Worship 
4:00 pm Freedom 
Book Study via 
Zoom 

2 
 
 
 
3:45 pm          
Confirmation via 
Zoom 

3 Election Day 
 
 
 
 
 
10:30 am       
Calendar Mtg 

4 
 9:30 am Bible 
Study via Zoom 

5 
 
 
1:30 pm     
Clergy Text 
Study 

6 7 
LHBC Board 
Meeting via 
Zoom  

8    Veteran’s        
Remembrance  
Sunday 
 
9:30 am Worship 
4:00 pm Freedom 
Book Study via 
Zoom 

9 10 11    
9:30 am Bible 
Study via Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Evening 
Prayer with Holy 
Communion by 
Zoom 

12 
10:30 am    
Worship Cmte 
Mtg 
 
1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 

13 14 
LHBC Annual 
Meeting via 
Zoom 

15 
9:30 am Worship 
11:00 am. Coffee 
Hour via Zoom 
4:00 pm Freedom 
Book Study via 
Zoom 

16 
Pastor @ 1st Call 
Theological   
Education via 
Zoom 

17 18  
 
 
 
7:00 pm   
Council 
Meeting     

19 20 21 
 
 
 
  
 
 
DEADLINE!  

22  Christ the King 
 
9:30 am Worship 
11:00 am            
Confirmation by  
Zoom 
 
4:00 pm Freedom 
Book Study 

23 24 25 
9:30 am Bible 
Study via Zoom 
 

26 
THANKSGIVING 
Office Closed 
Happy Turkey 
Day 

27 
Office Closed 

28 
Decorate 
Church 

29  
1st Sunday of     
Advent 
9:30 am Worship 
 

30 
*11/1—All Saints 
Day 
*11/3—Martin de 
Porres, renewer of 
society 1639 
 

 
*11/7—John 
Christian        
Frederick Heyer, 
1873;              
Bartholomaeus 
Ziegenbalg, 1719; 
Ludwig           
Nommensen, 
1918;                  
missionaries 

 
*11/11—
Martin, Bishop 
of Tours, 397   
Soren Aabye 
Kierkegaard, 
teacher, 1855 

 
*11/23—
Clement,    
Bishop of 
Rome, c. 100 
Miguel Agustin 
Pro, martyr 
1927 
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Worship is Celebrated 

Every Sunday 

At 

9:30 AM 

In Person and By Zoom 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

464 Carriage Lane North 

Twin Falls, ID 83341 

Phone: 208.733.3774                                                               E-mail:  oslctfid@gmail.com 

Website: www.oursaviorlutherantf.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/ 

 

http://www.oursaviorlutherantf.org
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/

