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FROM PASTOR ANNE 

To God’s beloved, called to be saints in Twin Falls, 

     Do you ever wonder how hymns are chosen for our Sunday worship?  It’s a 
harder job than it may seem to be, and it’s also a job full of joy.  Here are some of 
the criteria used at Our Savior Lutheran for choosing the songs we sing: 

Season:   Hymns during Epiphany emphasize Jesus as the light of the world, while 
Lenten hymns may emphasize reflection on sin. Easter hymns celebrate Jesus’ res-
urrection from the dead, while hymns for the day of Pentecost rejoice in the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit.  This month, ELW hymn # 313 O Lord, Now Let Your Servant 
recalls the song of Simeon when the infant Jesus was presented in the temple in 
Jerusalem (Feb 2), and ELW hymns #665 – Rise, Shine, You People!, #671 – Shine, 
Jesus, Shine, and #315 – How Good, Lord, to Be Here! – all enhance our celebra-
tion of the day Jesus was transfigured on the mountaintop in the presence of Pe-
ter and James and John (Feb 23). 

Theme:  Hymns complement the theme of the weekly Scripture readings.  For ex-
ample, a Scripture that calls for peace might be paired with ELW #753 – Dona 
Nobis Pacem (which means Grant Us Peace).  Look for this hymn throughout the 
month of February. 

Sing-ability:  Some wonderful hymn lyrics seem to be paired with difficult or unfa-
miliar tunes.  In these cases, our congregation may sing the powerful and pro-
found lyrics to a more familiar tune.  For example, on February 16, ELW #713- O 
God of Every Nation will be sung to the familiar tune of ELW #542 – O Living Bread 
from Heaven. 

Affection:  Certain songs just touch our hearts.  For this reason, the majority of our 
hymns are selected from our 2018 ‘favorite hymns’ list, which you provided me 
soon after I arrived two years ago. 

Variety:  Affirming our connection with God’s holy people in every time and place, 
we strive to include songs that come from both ancient and modern times, and 
from many lands.  In the past year, one person has found a new favorite in ELW 
#808 - Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song, which is of French origin.   

Theology:  Lutheran Christians always emphasize God’s gracious action in choosing 
us, and in giving us faith to respond to God’s invitation.  The hymns we sing in 
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worship emphasize praise to God rather than human action. For this reason, songs such as “I have     
decided to follow Jesus” are not found in American Lutheran hymnals published in 1958, 1978, or 2006.   

Origins:  Honoring copyright laws means that we must have appropriate permissions to use songs in 
church.  For this reason, most of the hymns we sing come from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship    
hymnal, and others come from sources for which we have appropriate licenses. 

Repetition:  Some hymns that may be less familiar can ‘grow on us’ if we sing them a few times.  For this 
reason, we may repeat certain songs (such as communion hymns or offertory hymns) each week for as 
long as a whole month.  During these final weeks of Epiphany, throughout the month of February, we 
will sing various stanzas of ELW #835 – All Creatures, Worship God Most High, as our closing hymn each 
Sunday.  This hymn is full of Alleluias!   (In accordance with church tradition, and to aid our devotion, 
our hymnody will not include Alleluias during the season of Lent, which begins on February 26). 

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his 
salvation from day to day.  – Psalm 96:1-2, NRSV                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                              Yours in Christ, 

                                                                                                                                                       Pastor Anne Palma 

CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING FOR JON DAVIDSON  

FEBRUARY 22 

 

After five years of dedicated service as Program Director for Luther Heights 
Bible Camp, Jon   Davidson has shared his intention to explore other               
vocational opportunities.  Please join the camp’s board of directors in praying to discern God’s inten-
tion for future staffing, and please plan to attend a celebration of Jon’s ministry here at Our Savior on      
February 22 at 11 AM.   RSVP to the Luther Heights office at 208-644-0779 by   February 7 if you plan 
to attend this farewell luncheon. 

You are also invited to send pictures, notes, cards or other well wishes to the Boise office by February 
7 in order that they may be included in a memory keepsake for Jon.  You can send these via post to 
707 W. Fort St., Boise, ID, 83702, or via e-mail to info@lutherheights.org. 

about:blank
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LENTEN FOOD DRIVE 

 
Sunday the 2nd, Souper Bowl Sunday and 

Ground Hog Day. Suggested donation items Soups and crackers. 

Sunday the 9th, Breakfast is a Blessing. 

Suggested donation items Cereals - hot cereals and dry, Canned Fruits with no sugar added. 

Sunday the 16th, PB n J with TLC. 

Peanut Butter, jams, jellies and just add water biscuit mix. 

Sunday the 23rd, Merciful MAIN Meals. 

-canned meats, fish, and veggies, 

-dried & canned fruits, 

-canned Crisco, flour, sugar, etc... 

-baking treats and specialty items. 

Food Pantry designated to receive bounty Kimberly Food Pantry, operations director Robin. 

Give with heart. 

Contact Mickey Tanner with questions 208-410-2842 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS – DEPARTING, CONTINUING AND NEW! 

 

At the annual meeting on January 26, we gave thanks to God for the following members who completed a 
two-year term of ministry on the congregation council:  Arlene Bentson (president), Matthew Anderson 
(secretary), and Mickey Tanner. 

Three members continue service on the council:  Sandy Mitchell, Erin Johnson, and Dave Nelson. 

New council members Jim Nutter and Hal Miller were elected, and Mickey Tanner was elected for a second 
two-year term! 

Finally, new officers were elected at a special reorganizational council meeting on January 26: Dave Nelson, 
president; Hal Miller, vice-president; Erin Johnson, secretary.    Appointed member Andrew Hamblen has 
agreed to continue service as treasurer. 

The 2020 council and treasurer will be installed to these ministries during worship on February 2.  The 
council will meet on the third Wednesday of each month (except during Lent and Advent, when alternate 
dates will be scheduled).  The first regular meeting of the new council will be February 19 at 7 PM.   
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CHURCH TRIVIA 

 

1. The letter to the Romans is the first of St. Paul’s 
letters included in the Bible, but it is not the first 
letter that St. Paul wrote.   Why, then is it 
placed first in the Bible? 

2. The ELCA is observing a significant anniversary 
in   2020 related to the ordination of women as    
pastors.  When did the ELCA’s predecessor     
bodies (the American Lutheran Church, the      
Lutheran Church in America, and the                
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches) 
first ordain women?                      

3. What holidays and holy days are observed on 
February 2? 

 

LIGHTENING UP IN LENT 

The season of Lent begins this year on February 26, 
Ash Wednesday.  Spiritual practices for the season of 
Lent include praying, fasting, and giving alms to the 
poor (from Matthew, chapter 6). 

For some  Christians, ‘fasting’ involves abstaining from 
certain food products, such as chocolate, for the en-
tire season of Lent.  For others, ‘fasting’ may  involve 
not eating or drinking for a period of time, such as 12 
or 24 hours.  Other Christian s attempt to fast from 
behaviors that do not honor God—things like cursing 
or swearing, gossiping, or spending too much time on 
Facebook! 

More recently, some people may fast by ‘giving up’ 
attachment to material possessions for the sake of 
those in need.  The youth of OSLC and their leaders 
invite you  to consider a Lenten fast which involves a 
spiritual release from the temptation of materialism.  
Specifically, you are invited to go through your       
possessions each day during Lent and choose one use-
ful item that you are willing to give away.  You may 
bring these items to church during Lent, and they will 
be sold at the Annual Youth Fundraising Yard Sale this 
June.  Funds will support youth activities at OSLC,   

including a planned trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering 
in Minneapolis in summer 2021. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER– BEQUESTS AND 
LEGACY GIFTS 

 

What does a church do when a sudden,                 
unexpected, generous legacy gift is received?   This 
is a topic your leadership will be pondering as we 
develop a plan for use of Toby Wiklund’s bequest 
to OSLC, as well as for future bequests.  Many   
questions bear consideration:   Should the church 
adopt a practice of tithing or first-fruits giving – 
that is, giving away the first 10% of all gifts to     
ministries outside our walls?   Is it a good idea to 
establish an endowment fund, so that earnings 
from the endowment can be spent to fund God’s 
mission in perpetuity?   Shall we pay down the 
mortgage, or should money be set aside for         
anticipated capital expenses such as a new roof?  
What is God’s will for the use of this money, and 
how do we honor the giver? 

To help answer these questions, your leadership 
has already begun conversation with an expert – 
Beth Adams, Regional Gift Planner from the ELCA 
Foundation.  Beth has extensive experience in   
helping congregations use legacy gifts in a wise and 
honorable manner, and in developing gift policies 
consistent with a congregation’s vision and values.   
She can even help congregations answer questions 
such as “what do we do if someone wants to       
donate a Maserati or a truckload of potatoes to the 
church?”  She can also help individuals and families 
create a gift plan that benefits the ministries that 
mean the most to them and maximizes their finan-
cial and estate-planning goals.  More information 
on the ELCA foundation, visit  www.elca.org/Give/
ELCA-Foundation.  

We anticipate inviting Beth Adams to visit OSLC 
early this year. Meanwhile, please pray and dream 
about how God desires us to be faithful stewards of 
Toby’s legacy, and share your ideas with your 
church council. 
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NORTHWEST INTERMOUNTAIN SYNOD 2020 REGIONAL GATHERING – MAY 2                     
Living the Promise - A Lifelong Approach to Faith Formation 

In place of our Northwest Intermountain Synod Assembly this spring we will be holding three one-day  
Synod gatherings spread across our beautiful territory.  Our ecumenical partner, the First Presbyterian 
Church of Twin Falls, has agreed to host this gathering, and people from all over southern Idaho are     
expected to attend.  Mark your calendar now and look for more details in the March newsletter. 

Who Can Come: You!  Our congregation will assemble a group of individuals willing to learn, laugh, and 
work together. They synod suggests that we send a group including "golden age" participants in their   
retirement, wage earning participants in mid-life, young adults just starting out, and youth of any age. 
The workshop is very interactive, so we'll hold even the youngest participant's attention. Working        
together, we learn from and about each other. We are encouraged to bring as many people as possible to 
this event!  Speakers include: 

Linda Staats: Linda is known for the ability to combine research, re- sources, and theology and for        
con- necting people’s own holy stories with God’s stories. The process of networking and facilitating 
groups is life giving for her and her greatest joy is bringing people of all ages to- gether for meaningful 
interaction.  

Rev. Kristen Kuempel: Kristen was elected to the office of Bishop of the Northwest Intermountain Synod 
in 2017. Bishop Kristen will address attendees of all three 2020 Regional Gatherings of the Northwest   
Inter- mountain Synod casting a vision for our ministry together and sharing about some of the               
innovative ways ministries are leaning into the future.  

 

READ THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR        

This new year, 2020, may be the year that you read God’s word in its entirety. It’s not too late to start.           
If you read three or four chapters daily, you can finish the Bible by the end of this year!                                

Here is a list of suggested readings for the month of February:    

February 1—Leviticus 14-15                                               February 15—Numbers 19-21                                              
February 2—Leviticus 16-18                                               February 16—Numbers 22-24                                                                      
February 3—Leviticus 19-21                                               February 17—Numbers 25-26                                            
February 4—Leviticus 22-23                                               February 18—Numbers 27-29                                            
February 5—Leviticus 24-25                                               February 19—Numbers 30-32                                               
February 6—Leviticus 26-27                                               February 20—Numbers 33-36                                              
February 7—Numbers 1-2                                                  February 21—Deuteronomy 1-2                                             
February 8—Numbers 3-4                                                  February 22—Deuteronomy 3-4                                           
February 9—Numbers 5-6                                                  February 23—Deuteronomy 5-8                                              
February 10—Numbers 7                                                   February 24—Deuteronomy 9-11                                       
February 11—Numbers 8-10                                             February 25—Deuteronomy 12-15                                    
February 12—Numbers 11-13                                           February 26—Deuteronomy 16-19                                      
February 13—Numbers 14-15                                           February 27—Deuteronomy 20-22                                                 
February 14—Numbers 16-18                                           February 28—Deuteronomy 23-25             

                                                  February 29 — Deuteronomy 26-27   
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CHURCH TRIVIA ANSWERS                                                                                                                                                   

1.  In general, Paul’s letters in the New Testament are not ordered chronologically; instead they are                        
 ordered by their length, from longest to shortest.  Romans is the longest of Paul’s surviving  
 letters.  Many people also believe it is Paul’s most important letter.  Scholars generally agree 
 that Romans  was the last surviving letter he wrote, and that it is a masterpiece representing his 
 mature theology.                                                                                                                                                       

2. This year marks the 50th anniversary celebration of the ordination of women.  ELCA congregations in 
 southern Idaho will be observing this anniversary with a ‘pulpit swap’ on Sunday, April 26, so 
 that every church has a woman preacher on that day.  Look for a special guest preacher at OSLC 
 on that date!   

3. The Presentation of our Lord, Candlemas, and Groundhog Day!  The church observes February 2 as a 
 commemoration of the Presentation of our Lord, when the 40-day-old infant Jesus was taken to 
 the temple in Jerusalem, as recorded in Luke chapter 2.  This church holiday is also known as 
 Candlemas, a day when tradition involved blessing of candles. The date of Candlemas is always 
 February 2nd because it is exactly 40 days (inclusive) after Christmas on December 25th. The Mo
 saic law stated that 40 days was the period of purification after the birth of a child, and so the 
 presentation took place 40 days after Jesus was born. Incidentally, February 2nd is also halfway 
 between the winter solstice and the spring equinox, so the date has always had significance for 
 ancient people.  So what’s the connection to Groundhog Day?  Candlemas became linked to 
 weather predictions about the end of winter because of an old English poem – can you  see                      
how it relates to Groundhog Day? 

 If Candlemas be fair and bright, 
Come winter, have another flight. 
If Candlemas bring clouds and rain, 
Go winter, and come not again. 

From the Secretary’s Desk: 

It’s a new year and new beginnings.  The schedules are out for 
Readers, Assisting Ministers, and Ushers.  We are also looking 
for Greeters and people to provide goodies for fellowship on        
Sunday’s.  The clipboards are on the back table each Sunday for 
you to sign up for the Sunday you would like. 

We welcome and thank Jim Nutter to be an Offering Deacon, 
but we could still use more.  Please let Andy Hamblen know if you 
are interested.  

The Directories are Coming, the directories are coming! Our  
Directory for 2020 is scheduled to be out the end of February.  
If you would like to be added and have not signed the release 
sheet, please contact the church secretary.  

“Why Pay for GPS?  Jesus gives directions for free.”  ~ from  
PositivePrayer.com 
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Thank You Section: 

 Dear Members of Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

   Thank you for generous and continued support of 

the mission and ministry of Luther Heights.  In 2019 

we welcomed campers from 8 states and over 100 

first-time campers.  With your investment in 2020 

we look forward to developing 7 new programs to 

create more opportunities for people to connenct to 

the Holy Spirit.  Blessings on the year ahead and I 

look forward to worshipping with you several times 

in the coming year! 

                + Kelly Preboski, Executive Director 

 

 

 

Pastor Anne & OSL Church Family, 

We hardly have the right words to thank you all 
for ministering to us these past few weeks but 
know that those words begin in our hearts.   

Whether you visited, gave us a hug, sent a me-
morial, helped at the church or were behind the 
scenes, please know that we are forever grate-
ful for your gift of service to our family.  

Together with God, Pastor Anne, all of you, and 
our families, we will continue to move forward 
without Kirk physically here, but always in our 
hearts.  Please know that Kirk loved being part 
of this wonderful church family.   

Thank you for both grieving and celebrating his 
life with us over these past weeks.   

 

Blessings to you all, 

Ann-Pell, Kamp, Sailor, and Lake Rongen 

  

 

Remember In Prayer……. 

Donna Erickson, Steven Erickson, Jack Harding, 

Tamra Helms, Dorothy Kerbs,  Pattie Mattlin, 

Marge Mayer, Connie Miller, Joan Stokesberry, 

Julie Allen, Marilyn Backstrom, Cathy and Ray-

mond Dey, Wayne Hawkins ,Brian Conrad, 

Henry Ortmann, Greg Heidemann and The 

Family of Kirk Rongen 

Council Highlights 

 

Your council met on January 15th, their final    
meeting before the election of a new council for 
2020. New council members will be elected at the 
annual meeting on January 26th. All council   
meetings are public, and you are welcome to     
attend. Full minutes of each council meeting are 
available in the church office after they are         
approved. In January, the council: 

 
Affirmed that the offering collected during 
2019’s midweek Advent services will be       do-
nated to the South Central Community     Ac-
tion Partnership. 

 
Confirmed that a council retreat will be held on 
Saturday, March 14th.  

 
Heard updates on the development of a      
congregational contact document. 

 
Approved a request for memorial funds to be 
used to make a pall cloth for a casket and urn. 

 
Scheduled the council reorganization meeting 
for January 26th, following the annual meeting 
and the election of new council members. 

 
Reviewed ongoing business items that will be 
carried forward by the 2020 council. 
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS FOR FEBRUARY 

  February 2      

Presentation of 

Our Lord 

February 9 February 16 February 23 February 26      

Ash Wednesday 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4 Isaiah 58:1-9a 

[9b—12] 

Deut. 30:15-20 Exodus 24:12-

18 

Isaiah 58:1-12 

Psalm Psalm 84 Psalm 112:1-9 

[10] 

Psalm 119:1-8 Psalm 99 Psalm 51:1-17 

Second      

Reading 
Hebrews 2:14-18 1 Cor 2:1-12 [13-

16] 

1 Cor 3:1-9 2 Peter 1:16-21 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10 

Gospel Luke 2:22-40 Matthew 5:1-20 Matthew 5:21-37 Matthew 17:1-

9 

Matthew 6:1-6, 

16-21 

Liturgical Color White Green Green White Purple 

  Secretary’s Space:  

 

Luther Heights Bible Camp News 

Registration for all summer programs is now open via lutherheights.org. A couple of things to highlight... 
Pastor Gina Herman from New Day Lutheran in Idaho Falls will be leading the women’s retreat July 17th -
19th.  A fly-fishing retreat will be held the same weekend! 

Brand new this year is a "Northwest Intermountain Synod Goes to Camp" week June 11th-14th. Join     
others from around our synod and get to know Bishop Kristen Kuempel! This is a family event, so kids of 
all ages are more than welcome to attend! 

We will have the pleasure of welcoming LHBC Executive Director Kelly Preboski to OSLC on April 19 to tell 
us more about all that's happening at Luther Heights. 

Kelly Preboski, the camp executive director also writes  in  a letter, that Jon Davidson, program director 
resigned his position in December.  “We greatly value Jon’s passion for this ministry and his dedication to 
create programs that help facilitate the meaningful faith opportunities for others. I appreciate Jon’s      
willingness to walk with me through my first year as the executive director, his love for this organization, 
and his openness to dreaming where God is calling Luther Heights in the coming years.”  

Jon shared in his reisignation letter: “ I have nothing but love for my time at Luther Heights as the Program 
Director.  I have learned so much, grown in both professional and personal skills, deepened by faith, and 
appreciated many amazing relationships with staff, the board of directors, and all of the Luther Heights 
community.  It is not easy to leave the place I have called home for so many years, but it is time for me to 
explore other opportunities.  I hope to continue to be a part of Luther Heights in the future anywhere my 
skills may be used to further the ministry and mission of God.” 

The board of directors and Kelly will be working through the transition  and deciding  what the best 
staffing structure might be to live into the places God is calling them over the next three to five years.  
Please hold them in prayer during this time. 
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FEBRUARY 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 

2 
 9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Coffee & 
Fellowship Hour 
11:00 am Bible 
Study 
 4:00 pm Adult 
Faith Formation @ 
Ascension  

3 
 
 
 
 5:30 pm OSL 
Serves @ St. Ed’s 
  6:30 pm Hearts 
& Hands Set Up 

4 
   9:00 am Hearts 
& Hands 
10:30 am  
Calendar  
Planning 
Meeting 
  6:30 Hearts & 
Hands Tear 
Down 

5 
 6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ 
Shari’s 
  9:15 am Bible 
Study—Romans 

6 
 
 
 
 
1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 

7 
LHBC Reserva-
tions for Jon 
Davidson’s Send 
Off Luncheon 
Due 

8 

9  
  9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Coffee & 
Fellowship Hour 
11:00 am Bible 
Study 
 4:00 pm Adult 
Faith  Formation 
@ Ascension 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
  5:30 pm OSL 
Youth & Adults 
Serves @ St. Ed’s 
  6:30 pm Hearts 
& Hands Set Up 
 
 
 

11 
   9:00 am Hearts 
& Hands 
 
 
 
 
 
  6:30 pm Hearts 
& Hands Tear 
Down 
 
 

12 
  6:30 am  Men’s 
Breakfast @ 
Shari’s  
  9:15 am Bible 
Study—Romans 

13 
  10:30 am  
Worship      
Committee 
Meeting 
 
  1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 

14 15 

16  
  9:30 am  Worship 
10:30 am Coffee & 
Fellowship Hour 
11:00 am Bible 
Study 
 4:00 pm Adult 
Faith Formation @ 
Ascension 
 
 
 

17 OFFICE 
CLOSED—
President’s 
Day 

 
  5:30 pm OSL 
Serves @ St. Ed’s  
  6:30 pm Hearts 
& Hands Set Up 

18 
   9:00 am Hearts  
& Hands 
 
 
 
  6:30 pm Hearts 
& Hands Tear 
Down 
 

19 
   6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ 
Shari’s  
  9:15 am Bible 
Study—Romans 

20 
 
 
 
  1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 

21 

 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE! 

22 
 
11:00 am 
LHBC  
Luncheon for 
Jon Davidson  

23  
  9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Coffee & 
Fellowship Hour 
10:45 am Youth 
Faith Formation 
11:00 am Bible 
Study 
 4:00 pm  Adult 
Faith Formation @ 
Ascension 

24 
 
 
 
 
  5:30 pm OSL 
Serves @ St. Ed’s  
  6:30 pm Hearts 
& Hands Set Up 

25 
   9:00 am Hearts 
& Hands 
 
 
 
  6:30 pm Hearts 
& Hands Tear 
Down 

26 
   6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ 
Shari’s 
   9:15 am Bible 
Study—Romans 
 
7:00 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Worship 

27 
 
 
 
  1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 

28 29 
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Worship with Holy Communion is Celebrated 

Every Sunday 

At 

9:30 AM 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

464 Carriage Lane North 

Twin Falls, ID 83341 

Phone: 208.733.3774                                                               E-mail:  oslctfid@gmail.com 

Website: www.oursaviorlutherantf.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/ 

 

http://www.oursaviorlutherantf.org
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/

