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FROM PASTOR ANNE 

           To God’s beloved people at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

 

 Greetings from exile.  I have felt keenly the separation from you, 
most   especially on Sunday mornings.  I yearn for community, for laughter, 
for the sight of your smiles, for communal song, for God’s word proclaimed, 
for coffee and  conversation, and most of all for the sacrament of the altar – 
for the gift of Jesus’ body and blood at God’s table each Sunday. 

            As I write this message to you, there is reason to hope that the first 
(and God willing, the only) wave of pandemic has peaked in Idaho and is 
now waning.   On April 27, only 20 new (confirmed and suspected) cases of 
COVID-19 were     diagnosed in our state; this is down from a daily new-case 
rate of more than 70 a few weeks ago.   We, and our neighbors, have 
flattened the curve.  We are now at a point where we can anticipate the day 
when it will be safer to gather again as God’s holy people in the sanctuary 
on Carriage Lane North. 

          Note that I said ‘safer,’ not ‘safe.’   There will continue to be risk to all 
of us until this pandemic is extinguished, and especially to the most vulnera-
ble among us – those age 65 or older and those who have health conditions 
that increase their risk for serious morbidity and death from COVID-19.  

         When your council determines, based on the best possible scientific 
and medical guidance, that it is reasonably safe to open the doors again, 
there will be changes in how we interact: 

  During both stage one and stage two of Governor Little’s recommenda-
tions, “All vulnerable Idahoans should continue to self quarantine.”   
This means that vulnerable people will be encouraged to stay away 
from public      worship until at least stage three of the re-opening 
protocol.  

During all four stages of the re-opening, all individuals should: Engage in   
physical distancing of at least six feet ; Wear face coverings in public      
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places ;  Stay home if sick ; Practice good hand hygiene ; Cover coughs and sneezes ;                
Disinfect surfaces and objects regularly.  Your council will be asking the quintessential 
question from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism:  What does that mean for us? 

It may mean for the foreseeable future:    No hugging, handshakes, or other physical con-
tact.   Handwashing for everyone upon entering the building.   Different protocols for 
greeters and  ushers.  Different protocols for disinfecting surfaces (door handles are easy, 
but how does one disinfect a hymnal?)    No singing (as recent studies have implicated 
singing in the spread of    infection and death among church choirs).  No passing of the 
offering plate.   No shared food after worship.   Amended protocols for preparing, distrib-
uting and receiving Holy Communion.   

As you can see, your council has a lot to consider as they balance our yearning for communi-
ty with our mandate to love one another by keeping each other safe.   In medicine, the 
maxim is  primum, non nocere.  First, do no harm. 

Let us look forward to the first day of our gathering again with the excited anticipation of a 
child waiting for Christmas!   And until we meet again, God be with you. 

 

Pastor Anne +   

 

                                                                                                                                                    

 

WORSHIP IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

 

 Weekly worship and daily (Monday-Thursday)         
reflections and updates from the parish will be presented 
online until it is safer for us to meet again.                              
The congregation’s website has links to the videos – 
www.oursaviorlutherantf.org.  You may also find links on the 
congregation’s Facebook page   https://www.facebook.com/
OurSaviorLutheranChurchTwinFalls/   and our YouTube   
channel   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCySVH-
RHc3_J39dGcawC5EQ?view_as=subscriber.  Finally, the link is e-
mailed to all members and friends of the congregation IF we 
have your e-mail address.    
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Welcome 

It does not seem possible that I have been in the United Kingdom for six (6) months already, my 
YAGM year is a little over halfway but I still remember the day I left my friends and family in August 
thinking that this year is going to be the longest one of my life. 
The first half of my YAGM year has been a transformative experience through both the ups, and 
downs I have been able to walk alongside my community in the United Kingdom and in turn they 
have walked alongside me. 
December and January have been action packed months for my host community and myself. In De-
cember the church was bustling in activity as we prepared for the coming of Jesus Christ and 
wrapped up the school academic term. January has been a month of Exploring the United Kingdom, 
a pilgrimage, and the launch of new programs at the church. In February we hosted our first festival 
weekend at the church this year to much success. 
I hope you enjoy catching up with my activities below, connecting with me on social media or by vis-
iting my website for an archive of everything I have been up to for the first half of my YAGM year. 
Your Brother in Christ, 
Ryan A. Lawrence 

Addendum:  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the ELCA has recalled all YAGM volunteers.  Ryan is 
back home at Cameron Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Kendrick, Id and he plans to attend Law 
School at the University of Idaho this fall. 

YOUNG ADULTS IN GLOBAL MISSION NEWS 

 

ON EASTER 

“It happens to all of us," I concluded that Easter Sunday morning. "God simply keeps reaching down into 
the dirt of humanity and resurrecting us from the graves we dig for ourselves through our violence, our 
lies, our selfishness, our arrogance, and our addictions. And God keeps loving us back to life over and 
over.”  
― Nadia Bolz-Weber, Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint 

 

BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES WEEKLY VIA ZOOM 

   Members and friends are welcome to join us by computer or telephone for a weekly Bible study at 
9:30 AM on Wednesdays.  Please contact Pastor Anne if you would like to participate.   
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CHURCH TRIVIA 

 

1. Fifteen years ago on May 18, 2005, our current 
church building was dedicated.  Faithful      
members have maintained the building through 
hands-on labor and by regular financial support, 
so that someday we may ‘burn our mortgage’!  
When is our current mortgage scheduled to be 
paid off? 

                a.  2026                                                                   
    b.  2031                                                               
    c.  2036 

2. Five hundred years ago, in November 1520, 
Martin Luther published a treatise called On the 
Freedom of a Christian.    Which of the following 
famous quotations comes from that work?                                  

              a.  Give me liberty or give me death.                                               
 b.  Freedom is not worth having if it does                         
        not include the freedom to make                 
         mistakes.                                                         
 c.  A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all,        
        subject to none. A Christian is a              
        perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject      
         of all, subject to all.                                   
 d. When a man is denied the right to live the 
      life he believes in, he has no choice but to 
      become an outlaw.                                      

3. On March 19, 2020, Twin Falls welcomed                
another refugee family from Zambia.  Several 
members and friends of OSLC have helped them 
settle into a new home in the midst of difficult 
circumstances.  What percent of the population 
of Zambia is Christian?                                                    

4.  a.  35.5%                                                                        
 b. 55.5%                                                                      
 c. 75.5%                                                                      
 d. 95.5% 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER  

  On March 3, Beth Adams, Regional Gift     
Planner for the ELCA Foundation, met with leaders 
and members to celebrate the generous bequest of 
Toby Wiklund to this congregation, and to begin   
considering how best to use these funds to bring 
glory to God and to honor Toby’s memory. 

 Beth’s expertise was best shown forth in her 
wise questions regarding this congregation’s past 
use of money, its current financial status, its           
interests and its values.  She shared a range of op-
tions with those present. One council member left 
this celebratory meeting saying “Wow! I feel like we 
have an initial plan A!” 

 Though much work and discernment are still 
ahead, the council notes that it would be possible to 
tithe the bequest – that is, give the first 10% of the 
gift away to ministries outside the congregation – 
and still have enough money left over to create a 
rainy day fund (for unexpected capital expenses and 
other needs – it is considered prudent to have      
several months’ worth of operating expenses in   
reserve), to prepay a substantial portion of the  
mortgage principal, and also to establish an           
endowment fund so that a portion of Toby’s bequest 
would become a perpetual gift.  

 The council will be formally soliciting your 
views on use of the bequest in the near future;  
however, feel free to send forward your ideas even 
now to any council member. 

 

PRAYER FOR A TIME OF PANDEMIC – FROM 
ELCA.ORG 

Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your 
beloved in community. We treasure your presence 
with us in word and meal, song and prayer. Be 
with us in these days when gathering together as 
often as we would like is not possible. When we 
must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that 
you surround us with your sheltering wings.        
Encourage us in connecting as we are able,    
reaching out to our neighbors in need and being        
persistent in prayer. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, our constant companion. Amen.  
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READ THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR 

The challenge for 2020: reading God’s word in its entirety.   

Each month we have been listing the suggested readings for the month and since we were unable to put 
out a newsletter for April, here is a list of  suggested readings for the month of April and May:    

April 1   -  2 Samuel 4-7 

April 2   -  2 Samuel 8-11 

April 3   -  2 Samuel 12-13 

April 4   -  2 Samuel 14-16 

April 5   -  2 Samuel 17-19 

April 6   -  2 Samuel 20-22 

April 7   -  2 Samuel 23-24 

April 8   -  1 Kings 1-2 

April 9   -  1 Kings 3-5 

April 10  - 1 Kings 6-7 

April 11  -  1 Kings 8-9 

April 12  -  1 Kings 10-12 

April 13  -  1 Kings 13-15 

April 14  -  1 Kings 16-18 

April 15  -  1 Kings 19-20 

April 16  -  1 Kings 21-22 

April 17  -  2 Kings 1-3 

April 18  -  2 Kings 4-5 

April 19  -  2 Kings 6-8 

April 20  -  2 Kings 9-10 

April 21  -  2 Kings 11-13 

April 22  -  2 Kings 14-16 

April 23  -  2 Kings 17-18 

April 24  -  2 Kings 19-21 

April 25  -  2 Kings 22-23 

April 26  -  2 Kings 24-25 

April 27  -  1 Chronicles 1-2 

April 28  -  1 Chronicles 3-4 

April 29  -  1 Chronicles 5-6 

April 30  -  1 Chronicles 7-9 

 

May 1   -   1 Chronicles 10-12 

May 2   -   1 Chronicles 13-16 

May 3   -   1 Chronicles 17-19 

May 4   -   1 Chronicles  20-23 

May 5   -   1 Chronicles 24-26 

May 6   -   1 Chronicles 27-29 

May 7   -   2 Chronicles 1-4 

May 8   -   2 Chronicles 5-7 

May 9   -   2 Chronicles 8-11 

May 10  -  2 Chronicles 12-16 

May 11  -  2 Chronicles 17-20 

May 12  -  2 Chronicles 21-24 

May 13  -  2 Chronicles 25-28 

May 14  -  2 Chronicles 29-31 

May 15  -  2 Chronicles 32-34 

May 16  -  2 Chronicles 35-36 

May 17  -  Ezra 1-4 

May 18  -  Ezra 5-7 

May 19  -  Ezra 8-10 

May 20  -  Nehemiah 1-3 

May 21  -  Nehemiah 4-7 

May 22  -  Nehemiah 8-10 

May 23  -  Nehemiah 11-13 

May 24  -  Esther 1-5 

May 25  -  Esther 6-10 

May 26  -  Job 1-4 

May 27  -  Job 5-8 

May 28  -  Job 9-12 

May 29  -  Job 13-16 

May 30  -  Job 17-20 

May 31  -  Job 21-24 
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CHURCH TRIVIA ANSWERS                                                                                                                                                   

 

 Our current mortgage is scheduled to be paid off in 2031. 

The first quote is from Patrick Henry. The second is from Mahatma Ghandi. The third is from Martin 
Luther. The fourth is from Nelson Mandela. 

95.5% of the population of Zambia is Christian, including 75.3% Protestant and 20.2% Roman     
Catholic (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/za.html) 

From the Secretary’s Desk: 

I am writing this at the church in the midst of the Corona Virus        
Pandemic and missing all of you.    I look forward to seeing all the     
quilters and the beautiful quilts you may be working on.  I also miss    
waving to all of the people in the Wednesday  Bible Study Class and 
saying hello to members on Sunday mornings.  It will be nice when we 
can be together again in the fellowship of Christ. 

Hopefully we will be able to return to worship soon.  The Saints in 
Service schedule will remain the same. If you are unable to serve, 
please call someone on your list to fill in or call the church office.  I 
know that our routines  will be different and we will probably have a 
“new normal” (whatever that means) for awhile.  

LIFE GOES ON DESPITE THE PANDEMIC 

Rejoice with new grandparents Scott and Karen Fjeld and new parents Katelyn and DJ Gilbert, who        
welcomed baby Ian’s birth on April 5! 

Rejoice with new grandparents Mitch and Linda Watkins and new parents Annie and Bill Pfinsgraff who 
welcomed baby Gus’s birth on April 14! 

Have you used your time of confinement to declutter your home?  Although our 40-day Lenten  collection 
of items for the youth yard sale was interrupted by the virus, your good used goods will be welcomed 
for donation once it is safer for us to gather again. 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

VOTERS: VOTE! 

    OSLC will not be welcoming neighbors on May 19 as a polling station for the primary election.    All 
voting for this election will be by absentee ballot.  You must request your absentee ballot by May 19.                 
 If you are a registered voter, you may request your absentee ballot on-line at idahovotes.gov or by 
contacting the Twin Falls County Clerk, Kristina Glascock, phone: (208) 736-4004.                                                 
 You may also use these links if you are eligible to vote but are not yet a registered voter, and to check 
your voter registration status. 
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Thank You Section: 

From Rock Creek Food Pantry— “Your generosity 

warmed our hearts.  Thank you so much.  Thank you 

for participating in our 2020 “hug” campaign for 

Rock Creek Food Pantry.  With your support we    

collected enough $$ to purchase 5000 #’s of food 

and we collected  950 #’s of canned goods!     

~~~Rock Creek Food Pantry Volunteers 

From Neighbors in Need —                                       

Dear Members of Our Savior Lutheran Church,                 

Many thanks for your generous donation of $228 

and over 200 food items in support of Neighbors in 

Need at Ascension Episcopal Church in Twin Falls.  

Additionally, your Holiday Festival location allows 

Neighbors in Need to raise significant funds to sup-

port our efforts throughout the year. 

Assisting our community since the mid-1970s, 

Neighbors in Need continues its active outreach to 

families in the Magic Valley who struggle to meet 

basic needs of food, shelter, heat and water. 

Your support of Neighbors in Need enables us to put 

food on the table, keep lights and water in homes, 

and bring hope to families in desperate need.  Thank 

you for your belief in our ministry. 

With great appreciation, Cindy Jardine, Chair. 

~~Also a big thank you to Fred & Lynn Watkins for 

diligently weeding our grass and flower beds.  Thank 

you to all of those who are anonymous and have 

also been tending our grounds. 

Youth News: 

The Youth are still planning on having their Annual 

Yard sale.  Please continue to collect all those un-

used, unwanted items for their sale.  When the 

church re-opens, you will be invited to bring all of 

those “goodies” to the church. 

 

Remember In Prayer…….Donna Erickson, Steven 

Erickson, Jack Harding, Tamra Helms, Dorothy Kerbs,  

Pattie Mattlin, Marge Mayer, Connie Miller, Joan 

Stokesberry, Julie Allen, Marilyn Backstrom, Wayne        

Hawkins ,Brian Conrad,  Greg Heidemann, the family 

of Raymond Dey, all those affected by Covid-19, all 

the care providers and first responders.   

COUNCIL MEETING MAY 20 VIA ZOOM 

       Members are welcome to attend all regular 
meetings of the congregation council.   This 
month’s meeting will be held on May 20 at 7 PM 
via ZOOM videoconferencing.   Please contact    
Pastor Anne if you would like to receive a link to 
join this meeting. 

LIFE INTERRUPTIONS DUE TO PANDEMIC 

Luther Heights Bible Camp:   With a heavy  heart, 
 the leadership of LHBC has announced that on
 -site activities cannot be safely hosted during 
 the month of June.  A decision about whether 
 on-site ministry might happen beginning in 
 July will be made at a future date.                                                 
Potato Bar and Auction:   This annual event, 
 originally scheduled for April 18, has been 
 postponed to a future date to be determined.                                                     
Camp Sunday:  This event, originally scheduled for 
 April 19, with LHBC Executive Director Kelly 
 Preboski, will be  rescheduled.                                                    
50th Anniversary of Women’s Ordination          
 Sunday: This event, originally scheduled for 
 April 26, will be rescheduled, with a massive 
 (12-way) pulpit swap; we anticipate a visit 
 from the Rev. Gretchen Bingea of                   
 Immanuel Lutheran Church in Boise.                                          
Synod Festival: This event, originally scheduled 
 for May 2 in Twin Falls, has been cancelled.                                            
Bishop’s Visit to OSLC:  This visit, originally 
 scheduled for May 3, has been cancelled.           
Idaho Primary Election:  OSLC has served as a 
 polling station for Twin Falls precincts 8 and 
 12; however, due to the COVID-19            
 pandemic, the May 19 primary election has 

 been changed to absentee voting only. 
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS FOR MAY 

  May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31                      

Pentecost 

First       

Reading 
Acts 2:42-47 Acts 7:55-60 Acts 17:22-31 Acts 1:1-11 Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm Psalm 23 Psalm 31:1-5, 

15-16 

Psalm 66:8-20 Psalm 68:1-10,   

32-35 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Second      

Reading 
1 Peter 2:19-25 1 Peter 2:2-10 1 Peter 3:13-22 1 Peter 4:12-14; 

5:6-11 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-

13 

Gospel John 10:1-10 John 14:1-14 John 14:15-21 John 17:1-11 John 20:19-23 

Liturgical 

Color 
White White White White  Red 

ALTAR GUILD 

Earth Day has marked its 50th Anniversary on April 22nd.  Your Altar Guild is proud to tell you that we will 
be using bio-degradable individual cups for communion.  These earth –friendly cups have just been made 
available for purchase from Augsburg Fortress church supply.  You won’t 
see any difference in the look of the cups, but be assured they are supposed 
to compost within a relatively short period of time.  Whereas, the present 
plastic cups stay around          forever!!  As soon as the present supply is 
used, we will be using the new and improved cups.  This should happen 
with in one or two Sundays of full  communion service. 

GRATITUDE, GRATITUDE 

           Many thanks to everyone who has faithfully continued supporting God’s mission through OSLC with 
financial tithes and offerings.                                                                                                                                        
 You may continue to deliver checks by mail; the church mailbox is checked daily.                                     
 As of the time of this writing, the church office has not yet officially opened.                                         
 You may also choose to have your bank issue a check on a regular basis, via on-line bill pay.  (If you 
already pay other bills on-line, this will be easy. Simply add Our Savior Lutheran Church of Twin Falls as a 
payee.)                                                                                                                                                                                   
 A new option for giving is PayPal, a secure online giving platform, which can process gifts from ei-
ther your bank account or from a credit or debit card.   To make a secure online donation using PayPal, visit 
the congregation’s website at www.oursaviorlutheran.com and click the Donate button on the home page.  
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DISCIPLESHIP IN A DEMOCRACY 

Four hundred ninety-three years ago, when Martin Luther wrote his Small Catechism, in order to help 
parents teach the basics of Christian faith to their children, he commented on this petition from the Lord’s    
Prayer:   give us this day our daily bread.    He asked the famous question known to confirmands throughout the 
centuries:  What does this mean for us?    Martin Luther answered:   Daily bread includes everything needed for 
this life, such as food and clothing, home and property, work and income, a devoted family, an orderly          
community, good government, favorable weather, peace and health, a good name, and true friends and      
neighbors.”     As Lutheran Christians, we regularly include our elected leaders and the leaders of all nations in 
our public prayers, asking God to guide them in the ways of justice and peace.     The ELCA publishes social   
statements, which are biblical and theological interpretations of contemporary issues.    Before any social    
statement is adopted, a draft is sent out to members for review and comment.  You are invited to review the 
current document “A Draft Social Message on Government and Civic Engagement: Discipleship in a Democracy” 
and provide feedback to national church leaders.  The ELCA has requested that the following invitation be dis-
tributed to members of congregations.                                                    

  

                                                                          

Dear church, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
The idea of government was already very much in focus because this was an election year, and the pandemic 
has focused it more so. But what does the ELCA teach about the nature and function of government in relation 
to God’s purposes? What is a faithful Lutheran response regarding citizenship and civic engagement? 
 
To help guide our church on these questions, the 2019 Churchwide Assembly asked for the preparation of a so-
cial message. At this time, the message is in draft form. Through May 27, you are invited to provide feedback on 
how to strengthen the message.  
 
I invite you to click to read “A Draft Social Message on Government and Civic Engagement: Discipleship in a    
Democracy.” You may also choose to email comments to draftsocialmessage@elca.org.  The comment period 
ends May 27.  To learn more about what social messages are, click  www.elca.org/socialmessages.                                                                                                                                                 

In light of the feedback, the message will be revised and presented to the ELCA Church Council for a vote in 
June. Upon its adoption, the message and a study guide will be released over the summer, along with a Spanish 
translation. 
 
To learn more about this social message and the process of its creation, please visit its webpage, which features 
“Frequently Asked Questions." 
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate in this project—it’s through the wisdom of the full church that a 
strong message will be created. 

 
God’s peace, 

 

Rev. Roger A. Willer, Ph.D.  
Director for Theological Ethics 
Office of the Presiding Bishop 

“For baptized Christians, civic engagement is a vital means of discipleship.” 

about:blank
about:blank
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MAY 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
 
 
 

2 

3 
  

4 5 6 
9:30 am  Bible 
Study via Zoom 

7 National 
Day of 
Prayer 

 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
5 

12 
 
 

13 
9:30 am  Bible 
Study via Zoom 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 16 

17 
 

18 
May 18-22:  
Pastor  
Continuing  
Education;  
Festival of  
Homiletics on 
Line 
 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
9:30 am  Bible 
Study via Zoom 
 
7:00 pm Council 
Meeting via 
Zoom 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 
9:30 am  Bible 
Study via Zoom 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 30 

31  Day of Pentecost 
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Worship with Holy Communion is Celebrated 

Every Sunday 

At 

9:30 AM 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

464 Carriage Lane North 

Twin Falls, ID 83341 

Phone: 208.733.3774                                                               E-mail:  oslctfid@gmail.com 

Website: www.oursaviorlutherantf.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/ 

 

http://www.oursaviorlutherantf.org
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/

