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FROM PASTOR ANNE 

To God’s holy people at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

Last month, when I wrote to you about generosity, I asked two very personal   
questions:   If your income and wealth are average or above average, are you able 
to give more?  And if you are able to give more, are you willing to give more?  I 
acknowledged the squeamishness that most of us have when discussing money, a 
squeamishness that Jesus didn’t seem to have… 

Contemporary leaders in the field of stewardship invite us to try to get over our 
inhibitions about mammon.  One way to start is by telling personal stories that can 
help us create a money autobiography.  Stories can be prompted by questions like 
“Tell me about the most generous person you know” or “Who taught you about 
giving, and what did they teach you?” or “As a child growing up, did you feel rich or 
poor.  Why?” 

In the spirit of ice-breaking, I’ll share a personal story.   Although we were regular 
church-attenders during the earliest years of our marriage, Romney and I became 
hit-or-miss attenders during my first years out of medical school, as I was working 
100+ hour weeks and we had two young children to care for.  Once my workload 
eased, we began worshiping regularly again, and we decided that twenty dollars a 
week was a heckuva good offering for the church, because after all, we had just 
recently been ‘starving students’ with no cash to spare, and twenty dollars a week 
adds up to more than a thousand dollars per year – quite a sum!  (Note:  $1000 still 
seems like quite a sum to me!)  Although we gave every week, we didn’t put much 
more thought into our offering in relation to our income and necessary expenses.  
Twenty dollars seemed like a nice round number, and so we left it at that.  Over 
time, our income grew, but it wasn’t until a good handful of years later that we 
considered this advice:   “When your income goes up, consider increasing your 
standard of giving as well as your standard of living.”    

In the spirit of joy, I’ll share another personal story, but this one involves some of 
you, too.  Several weeks ago on a Sunday, two sets of strangers showed up at the 
doors of OSLC.  One set arrived just before worship and shared that they were 
passing through town heading east.  They requested money for gasoline to help 
them on their journey.   The second set arrived just after worship and shared that 
they were passing through town heading west.   They requested money for gaso-
line and a night’s lodging in a hotel.  In the first case, a congregational leader assist-
ed the visitors; in the second case, the majority of the congregation council joined 
me in assisting the visitors.  [  Whether it is wise and prudent and God’s 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE OF SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OCTOBER 13 

 

There will be a special meeting of the congregation in the sanctuary on Sunday October 13, 
2019, immediately following worship (10:45 AM).  The purpose of the meeting is to vote on a motion 
from the council to create a Stewardship of Land working group. This group would be tasked to investi-
gate the possibility of selling some of the congregation's land.  Copies of the motion have been sent out 
to voting members via e-mail; printed copies are available through the church office. 

STACEY FRIEDLEIN ORDINATION – OCTOBER 26 

 

FAITH AND JUSTICE IN FILM SERIES CONTINUES OCTOBER 13 

 

Words can kill.  Sometimes breaking the 8th commandment (You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor) can lead to breaking the 5th commandment (You shall not kill).  Come and view a 
compelling drama about lies that can kill and lies that can save, set in 17th century New England dur-
ing the time of the Salem Witch Trials.  This 1996 film is rated PG-13.   Join us at 4 PM on October 13 
in the sanctuary for film and discussion, popcorn and drinks. Bring a friend! 

 

will that we give cash out to strangers is a question for another time, and your council is considering best 
practices for this congregation going forward.  ]   At this month’s council meeting, I visited with council 
members about how they felt in encountering people in need and in opening their wallets to generously 
give, no-questions-asked, on the spur of the moment. I expected to hear that some members felt used, or 
resentful, or put-upon, or that they worried the money would be misused – after all, these are things I 
would worry about!  To my surprise, the council responded that they had a sense of compassion toward 
the visitors, and that in the moment they felt moved toward generosity.  This generosity is nothing more 
and nothing less than a gift of the Holy Spirit, and I praise God for that! 

As OSLC moves forward in mission and anticipates another wonderful year of ministry in 2020, I ask you 
to consider your relationship to God, to the wealth entrusted to you, and to this congregation.   I join the 
Stewardship team in inviting you to complete a pledge card later this month with an estimate of your  
giving for the upcoming calendar year, trusting that God who has never failed to provide abundantly will 
continue to do so! 

Your servant, and His, 

Pastor Anne Palma + 
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MAGIC VALLEY INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE – FOLLOW UP 

 

 Seven members of the congregation joined Pastor Anne and faith leaders from around Twin Falls 
on September 9 for a discussion at the College of Southern Idaho on the person and nature of God.  Rachel 
Cohen from Boise State Public radio reported on the event. You are invited to click this link to read Ms.  
Cohen’s article for more details.  https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/post/magic-valley-interfaith-
group-holds-public-forum#stream/0  

 The Inter-Religious dialogue group recently voted to open its monthly meetings to a very limited 
number of invited guests from our congregations. (Until now, meetings have been private in order to     
encourage trust and openness in our discussions).  Guests observe our process and discussion and are   
permitted to ask questions at the end of the meeting.  If you are interested in attending one of these 
meetings, please contact Pastor Anne.  

 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS DAY OF SERVICE – SEPTEMBER 7 

 

 

More than 20 members of Our Savior Lutheran Church showed up on a beautiful sunny Saturday morning in 
order to offer service to the community.   They joined ELCA Lutherans from all over the country in sharing 
God’s love to the world.    Some members engaged in the humble act of caring for creation by cleaning up 
trash along Addison Avenue east, leaving the roadside clean and beautiful for passersby.  Others remained at 
the church and created quilts to guard against the cold weather to come.   (Quilts will be blessed on October 
13 during worship).   All gathered after the morning of service for good fellowship and a delicious traditional 
Lutheran potluck and barbecue.   Plans are already underway for next year’s day of service – if you have an 
idea for an activity, please speak with any council member or with Pastor Anne. 

 

https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/post/magic-valley-interfaith-group-holds-public-forum#stream/0
https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/post/magic-valley-interfaith-group-holds-public-forum#stream/0
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QUOTE CORNER 

“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.”   —-

Martin Luther 

The light of God surrounds me,                                                                                                                                
The love of God enfolds me,                                                                                                                      
The Power of God protects me,                                                                                                                       
The Presence of God watches over me,                                                                                                  
Wherever I am, God is.    —- Prayer Card 

 

   

SERVICE OF GODSPEED AND FAREWELL 

 

DEFINITION OF GODSPEED: 

Godspeed:  a prosperous and safe journey.               

Synonyms: adieu, adios, bon voyage, farewell,       

good-bye. 

Join us in worship October 27 as we give thanks for 

the life and witness of Matt and Emmy Vanic and pray 

God’s richest blessings upon them.  Matt and Emmy 

will be moving to Michigan at the end of this month. 

 

************************ 

 

~~~ But know that to serve God is nothing else than 

to serve your neighbor and do good to him in life, be 

it a child, wife, servant, enemy, friend...If you do not 

find yourself among the needy and the poor, where 

the Gospel shows us Christ, then you may know that 

your faith is not right, and that you have not yet    

tasted of Christ’s benevolence and work for you. — 

Martin Luther 

 

CHURCH TRIVIA 

According to the Pew Research Center (in 2016), what 
is the median age of an adult member of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America?     

a.      35 

b.      45 

c.       55 

d.       65   

Since the organization of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) in 1988, our synod (church 
region) has been known as EWAID – the Eastern   
Washington-Idaho Synod.   At the May 2019 Synod 
Assembly, members voted to change the name to the 
Northwest Intermountain Synod.  Why? 

The Protestant Reformation began in 1517 when   
Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the 
church in Wittenburg, but it continued  throughout the 
16th Century and beyond.    What major event         

a. The Leipzig Debate                                  

b.  The burning of all Martin Luther’s  publica-
tions  

c. Martin Luther was  kidnapped by his own 
prince-protector and locked up in the castle 
at Erfurt for his own protection 

d. Martin Luther died 
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How your offering 

becomes Mission Support 
 

As Lutherans, we believe that Christ has freed us from sin and death, and even from ourselves, so we can 
love and serve our neighbors. One way we put our faith inaction is by making a financial gift 

-an  offerfng -to our congregation. 

 

Each  year, ELCA congregations pledge to send a portion of the offerings  they receive to fund  ELCA ministries In 
their synods and beyond.Inthe ELCA, we call these funds Mission Support. 

 

Mission Support  enables the ELCA's 65 synods and more than 9,100congregations to pool resources to love 
and serve our neighbors in ways no individual or congregation can do alone. Mission SupportI is  one way we 

are church together-It's essential    to  who  we are as  the ELCA. 

 

Through Mission Support,we participate n God's life-changing work In our communities and around the world. 
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CHURCH TRIVIA ANSWERS 

The median age of an adult member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is 55 years old.  The 
median age of all US adults is 46 years old. The median age of a US adult who reports that their religious 
affiliation is ‘nothing in particular’ is 38 years old. You can check out the median age of members of other 
denominations using this link:  https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/07/11/which-u-s-religious-
groups-are-oldest-and-youngest/ft_16-07-15_rlsbyage/     

The Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod has included two congregations in Wyoming, and last year the    
synod voted to receive St. Paul Lutheran in Ontario, Oregon as a member congregation.   Because our 
synod now includes congregations from four different states, the synod assembly voted to change the 
name to something that more accurately reflects our member congregations.  Hence, the Northwest    
Intermountain Synod.  This change became official when it was ratified by the national governing body – 
the churchwide assembly – in August 2019. 

The Leipzig Debate.  During June and July 1519, Martin Luther debated professor Johannes Eck on      
questions of the authority of Scripture and the Pope, and the burning of heretics, and the sale of indul-
gences to reduce time in purgatory – noting that purgatory is not mentioned in the Bible.  For the record, 
Martin Luther opposed the burning of heretics! 

TEN THINGS CHILDREN  (AND ADULTS TOO)  SHOULD KNOW ABOUT PRAYER 

BY Susan Taylor Brown 

1. Prayer is communication.  It can be spoken or silent.  It can be a song or a story.  It can be a picture or          
a   dance. 

2.  Prayer can be done as often as you like.  Every week.  Every day.  Every hour. 

3.  Prayer can be done however you want.  There’s no right or wrong way to pray. 

4.  Prayer can be shared, but doesn’t have to be.  It can be done alone or with a favorite toy.  It can be 
done with friends, family or pets. 

5. Prayer can be done anywhere.  It can be done in your room or at the kitchen table.  It can be done out 
in your yard, at the park or even at the  zoo. 

6.  Prayer can be done in any mood.  You can be happy, sad, angry, scared or confused when you pray. 

7.  Prayer can be for yourself or someone else.  If you know someone who could use a little help—add 
them to your prayers. 

8.  Prayer doesn’t need a certain structure, length or specific words.  Whatever words you use, long or 
short, however your prayer comes out fine. 

9.  Prayer doesn’t need a special occasion.  There are certain prayers appropriate to special occasions, 
but you don’t need to wait for a special time to pray. 

10.  Prayer doesn’t have to be a request.  It can also be used to give thanks for what you have already re-
ceived.  “Thank you” is a perfect prayer 

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/07/11/which-u-s-religious-groups-are-oldest-and-youngest/ft_16-07-15_rlsbyage/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/07/11/which-u-s-religious-groups-are-oldest-and-youngest/ft_16-07-15_rlsbyage/
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Thank You Section: 

From  Valley  House; To Hearts & Hands 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for your in-kind donation of the 

25 quilts and 10 fleece blankets valued at $2275.00  

We appreciate you so much!  This is truly a blessing 

for you to help s in this way!! 

Valley House is a private, non-profit homeless shel-

ter whose mission is to  help people regain self-

sufficiency.  Valley House has been in operation for 

25 years in the Magic Valley.  We’ve assisted hun-

dreds  of homeless families and individuals in gain-

ing employment and permanent housing.  Valley 

House depends entirely upon friends and business-

es like you to help provide the resources needed to 

assure a better future for our clients. 

Thank you and God bless,                                           

Sharon Breshears, Executive Director 

Remember In Prayer……. 

Donna Erickson, Noel Erickson, Steven Erick-

son, Jack Harding, Tamra Helms, Dorothy 

Kerbs,  Pattie Mattlin, Marge Mayer, Connie 

Miller, Joan Stokesberry, Marilyn Backstrom, 

Cathy and Raymond Dey, Gen Wolff, Wayne         

Hawkins , Sandra Soran,  Brian Conrad, The 

Family of Donna Kleinkopf and Walt Dunlop 

Council Highlights 

Your council met on September 18th, and will 

meet again on October 16th. All meetings are 

public, and you are welcome to attend. Full 

minutes of each council meeting are available in 

the church office after they are approved. In    

September, the council: 
 

Approved the reception of four new members to 

OSLC 

 

Affirmed that a stewardship drive will take place 

this fall for the year 2020. 

 

Approved and adopted a Personnel Policy for 

OSLC. 

 

Approved the scheduling of a congregational 

meeting on October 13th. The council also    

approved the presentation of a motion to the 

congregation to form a Stewardship of Land 

committee. 

 

Discussed leadership for the 2020 Potato Bar. 

 

Scheduled the November council meeting for 

Sunday, November 24th. 

 

Heard several suggestions for God's Work, Our 

Hands in 2020. 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

 

 

Two of OSLC’s finest young disciples attended con-

firmation camp at Luther Heights Bible Camp from 

September 13 through 15.  Pray for Kyleigh and Lake 

as they begin their confirmation studies! 

Faith formation for all youth from grades 7-12 will 

happen monthly following worship—topics will in-

clude Bible, Lutheran history and practice spirituality 

disciplines, and how to live as a Christian in the 21st 

century.  We’ll meet again on October 27 to learn 

about Martin Luther’s bold action 502 years ago of 

inviting church leaders to debate 95 propositions 
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Congratulations! 

Sherie Tanner entered  a scarf, throw, table topper and a Hearts & Hands quilt, at this year’s 

Twin Falls   County Fair.  She came away with several ribbons.  Congratulations Sherie! 

SAY HELLO TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

The body of Christ at Our Savior Lutheran Church was strengthened and encouraged on September 22 as 
four people joined this community of faith!   Jim and Judee Bradbury of Gooding and Hal and Connie Miller 
of Twin Falls were received into membership, affirming their faith in God and their commitment to be a 
blessing even as they have been blessed.    Judee’s and Connie’s stories are shared here: 

Judee’s Story:   

Who am I?  I am the mother of four.  Dane and family in Portland, 
OR, Dianne in Pennsylvania, Eugene in West Yellowstone and Erin 
and family also in West          Yellowstone.  I have 8 grandchildren 
and 4 great-grandchildren.  I worked in          telecommunications 
and Beaverton School District.  Jim and I have been married 34 
years. 

What are my blessings?  My family and my loving husband. 

 

 

Connie’s Story:   

My ancestors came from England, Ireland and Italy.  Most were 
teachers, preachers, geologists, carpenters, artists and just plain 
people such asmyself.  I enjoy quilting, painting and “Reading”.  I 
love archaeology and dreamed of the education thereof, but ended 
up in office management (USDA)!.  I’m a Lutheran due to the       
foresight of my parents.  To my embarrassment I don’t remember 
my confirmation verse.  But to be confirmed was one of the most 
important occasions of my life.  Pizza-should only be pepperoni 
please !  Going to church here at Our Savior has triggered a lot of 
memories of my time with fellow Lutherans—especially music and               
memorization.  I love God and know He loves me!  We have been 
married for over 50 years and have had a wonderful time traveling and living in 5 or 6 different states.  
Thank you Hal.  The furthest was N. Carolina.  I am surprised by God for the strength He has given me. 

Hal is a Marine Corps veteran who served in Vietnam.   Look for his story in next month’s newsletter. 
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS FOR OCTOBER 

  October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27  

Reformation    

Sunday 

First Reading Habakkuk 1:1-4; 

2:1-4 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c Genesis 32:22-31 Jeremiah 31:31-34  

Psalm  Psalm 31: 1-9 Psalm 111 Psalm 100 Psalm 46 or                   

Second Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-14 2 Timothy 2:8-15 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 Romans 3:19-28  

Gospel Luke 17:5-10 Luke 17:11-19 Luke 18:1-8 John 8:31-36 or  

Liturgical Color Green Green Green Red 

Secretary’s Space 

October is around the corner and the quest for Saints in Service is once  

again upon me.  The November Sign Up Sheet has been attached to the  

clipboard and will be available for signups.  Pick your date, first come, first 

serve. 

Needed: Someone to put back the door to a cabinet in the office.  So if you 

are handy in that way, please feel free to stop by the office with tools in 

hand.  And thank you in advance. 
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OCTOBER 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
Pastor on Vaca-
tion through 10/5 

 1 
 
 
 9:00 am Hearts & 
Hands 
10:30 am Calen-
dar Planning 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Tear Down  

2 
 
 
 6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ Shari’s 
 9:15 am Bible Study 

3 
 
 
 
 
No Clergy Text 
Study 

4 
 
 
 
LHBC  Closing 
Work Weekend 

5 

6 
 9:30 am  Worship 
10:30 am Coffee 
& Fellowship 
11:00 am Bible 
Study 
 
Pastor @         
Continuing      
Education 
through 10/12 

7 
 
 
 
 5:30 pm OSL 
Serves @ St. Ed’s 
 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Set  Up  

8 
 9:00 am Hearts & 
Hands 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Tear Down 

9 
 6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ Shari’s  
 9:15 am Bible Study 

10 
 
10:30 am Wor-
ship Committee 
Meeting 
 
 1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 

11 
 
 
 
 
LHBC Closing 
Work Weekend 

12 

13 
 9:30 am Worship 
      Quilt Sunday 
10:30 am Coffee 
& Fellowship 
10:45 am Special 
Congregational 
Meeting 
 
 4:00 pm Faith 
and Justice in Film 
Night 

14 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Youth & 
Adults Serves @ St. 
Ed’s 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Set Up 

15 
 9:00 am Hearts & 
Hands 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Tear Down 

16 
6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ Shari’s  
 9:15 am Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Council 
Meeting 

17 
 
 
 
 
 1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 

18 19 
 9:00 am Out-
door Clean up 

20 
 9:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Coffee 
& Fellowship 
11:00 am Bible 
Study 

21 NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE! 

 
 
 5:30 PM OSL 
Serves @ St. Ed’s  
 
 6:30 pm Hearts  & 
Hands Set Up 

22 
 9:00 a.m. Hearts 
& Hands 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Tear Down 

23 
 6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ Shari’s  
 9:15 am Bible Study 

24 
 
 
 
 
1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study 
NEWSLETTER  
PRINTED &    
DELIVERED 

25 26 
 
 
3:00 pm 
Stacey 
Freidlein’s 
Ordination @ 
Davenport, Wa 
 

27 Reformation 
        Sunday 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Coffee 
& Fellowship 
10:45 am Youth 
Faith Formation 
11:00 am Bible 
Study 
 
Pastor to Bishop’s  

28 
 
 
 
5;30 pm OSL 
Serves @ St. Ed’s 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Set Up 
 
 
Convocation at  

29 
 9:00 am Hearts & 
Hands 
 
 
6:30 pm Hearts & 
Hands Tear Down 
 
 
 
Luther Haven  

30 
 6:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast @ Shari’s 
 9:15 am Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
through 31st 

31 
 
 
1:30 pm Clergy 
Text Study? 
 
All Hallow’s Eve 
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Worship with Holy Communion is Celebrated 

Every Sunday 

At 

9:30 AM 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

464 Carriage Lane North 

Twin Falls, ID 83341 

Phone: 208.733.3774                                                               E-mail:  oslctfid@gmail.com 

Website: www.oursaviorlutherantf.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/ 

 

http://www.oursaviorlutherantf.org
http://www.facebook.com/oursaviorlutheranchurchtwinfalls/

